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Borough  of  Aylesbury 

Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Aylesbury. 

June,  1965. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

A comparison  of  the  health  statistics  for  1964  with  national  averages  shows  the 
same  encouraging  picture  as  the  previous  year.  I sometimes  wonder,  however, 
whether  the  statistics  which  have  been  presented  in  the  present  form  over  so  many 
years  convey  as  clear  a picture  of  the  health  of  the  community  as  they  might.  Are 
we  not  concerned  too  much  with  mortality  statistics  and  not  enough  with  morbidity? 
It  would  be  of  value,  for  example,  to  have  a year  to  year  comparison  of  the  number 
per  1,000  population  who  attended  their  family  doctor  or  suffered  a mental  break- 
down. I realise  that  this  would  involve  considerable  administrative  changes  at 
national  level  and  more  returns  of  figures,  but  it  would  certainly  add  to  the  value 
of  the  statistics  which  in  their  present  form  seem  out  of  date. 

Last  year  I drew  attention  to  the  annual  increase  in  population,  and  some  of  the 
problems  it  might  cause.  Since  then  another  one  and  a half  thousand  people  have 
come  to  live  in  the  Borough,  with  consequent  pressure  on  available  housing.  You 
will  see  from  the  Borough  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Report  that  more  houses  are 
being  used  for  multiple  occupation.  Living  conditions  can  deteriorate  quite  rapidly 
under  the  conditions  of  near  overcrowding  and  shared  facilities  which  exist  in  some 
of  these  houses  unless  supervision  is  maintained,  and  this,  in  turn,  must  mean  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

Food  Hygiene 

The  Aberdeen  typhoid  epidemic  gave  added  point  to  the  routine  inspection  of 
food  shops  and  restaurants  in  the  Borough.  The  unusual  scale  of  the  epidemic,  the 
publicity  it  received  and  its  source  in  imported  tinned  meat  have  directed  attention 
to  the  need  for  closer  international  control,  and  locally,  to  the  desirability  of  refriger- 
ated food  counters  and  strict  cleanliness  of  such  equipment  as  knives  and  slicing 
machines.  It  will  also  be  remembered  for  the  use  made  of  modern  media  in 
spreading  information,  and  although  there  has  been  some  criticism  it  is  likely  that 
this  will  be  a feature  of  future  large  epidemics. 

Owners  and  Managers  of  food  handling  concerns  were  invited  to  a meeting  on 
food  hygiene  during  December.  The  meeting  was  quite  well  attended  and  provided 
a starting  point  for  a course  on  food  hygiene  and  the  handling  of  food  at  the 
Aylesbury  College  of  Further  Education,  which  will  lead  to  the  examination  for  the 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene.  It  is  reasonable  to 
hope  that  in  time  every  food  handling  concern  in  the  Borough  will  have  at  least 
one  person  occupying  a senior  position  on  the  staff  who  has  attended  one  of  these 
courses.  Such  a person  would  be  a valuable  link  between  the  concern  and  the 
Health  Department. 
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Tuberculosis 


I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified 
during  1964  was  just  over  half  that  of  the  previous  year.  There  may  be  small 
variations  up  or  down  from  year  to  year,  but  I am  hopeful  that  provided  there  is  no 
large  influx  of  immigrants  from  overseas  the  downward  trend  in  the  rate  will  be 
maintained. 


Year 

Population 

New  Cases 
Total 

Respiratory 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  Population 

1954 

21,200 

21 

16 

0.75 

1955 

21,330 

18 

18 

0.84 

1956 

21,800 

17 

16 

0.73 

1957 

22,360 

16 

14 

0.63 

1958 

22.960 

16 

11 

0.48 

1959 

23.580 

22 

17 

0.72 

I960 

24,410 

12 

6 

0.25 

1961 

27,040 

5 

5 

0.18 

1962 

29,090 

10 

7 

0.24 

1963 

31.030 

17 

15 

0.48 

1964 

32,510 

9 

7 

0.22 

In  my  Report  for  1963  1 mentioned  that  the  Council  had  made  representations 
to  the  Minister  of  Health  requesting  that  arrangements  should  be  made  for  x-ray 
examination  of  immigrants  at  ports  and  airports.  The  Minister  has  stated  that  this 
is  not  a practical  solution  and  instead  has  put  into  operation  a scheme  for  follow-up 
of  certain  immigrant  groups  by  Local  Authorities  with  a view  to  persuading  them 
to  register  as  soon  as  possible  with  a general  practitioner,  who  is  asked  to  arrange 
for  chest  x-ray  if  he  considers  this  appropriate. 


Returns  of  the  number  of  immigrants  followed  up  and  those  found  to  have 
tuberculosis  are  being  made  periodically  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  success  of 
the  scheme  must  depend  on  the  amount  of  co-operation  obtained  from  immigrants, 
and  the  perseverance  of  those  who  do  follow-up  visits,  but  an  obvious  difficulty  is 
the  tendency  for  the  address  given  on  arrival  in  this  country  to  be  only  a temporary 
one. 


Venereal  Disease 

Figures  obtained  from  the  special  clinic  at  the  Royal  Bucks  Hospital  show  that 
while  new  cases  of  syphilis  declined,  fourteen  more  new  cases  of  gonorrhoea 
attended  for  treatment  than  in  1963.  As  I pointed  out  last  year,  these  figures  serve 
for  comparison  only  and  do  not  reflect  the  true  incidence  of  venereal  disease  locally. 
However,  it  should  be  remembered  that  while  some  cases  are  infected  locally  many 
more  are  infected  in  London  and  by  contacts  picked  up  on  motorways  and  other 
places  at  some  distance  from  the  Borough. 
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Other  Notifiable  Diseases 


It  will  be  noted  from  the  tables  on  infectious  diseases  that  for  the  second  year 
running  measles  has  been  prevalent.  Although  it  is  now  a fairly  mild  disease  it  can 
cause  considerable  debility  in  infants  and  complications  may  occur.  Measles 
vaccines  have  been  produced,  but  so  far  they  have  caused  reactions  which  make 
them  unacceptable  for  routine  immunisation.  A new  vaccine  is  undergoing  trials 
at  present,  but  it  will  take  some  time  before  its  usefulness  can  be  assessed. 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  dysentery  or  food  poisoning  during  1964.  Seven 
of  the  fourteen  cases  of  dysentery  notified  were  children  in  the  Manor  House 
Hospital  where,  in  spite  of  all  precautions,  cases  continue  to  occur  from  time  to 
time. 

I am  happy  to  report  that  once  again  there  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  or 
diphtheria  in  the  Borough. 

Following  the  Aberdeen  typhoid  epidemic  two  families  who  had  visited  that 
city  were  eventually  cleared  by  laboratory  tests. 

Six  people  committed  suicide  in  the  Borough  last  year.  It  is  impossible  to  say 
if  any  of  these  tragic  deaths  might  have  been  prevented,  but  it  might  be  expected 
that  some  showed  signs  of  distress  before  taking  their  lives,  and  might  at  that  stage 
have  been  given  some  help,  medical  or  otherwise.  A rapidly  expanding  town  may 
seem  to  have  some  of  the  impersonal  qualities  of  a city  to  recent  arrivals,  and  a great 
burden  must  therefore  fall  on  voluntary  organisations  to  act  as  substitutes  for  the 
ordinary  neighbourliness  of  smaller  communities. 


Brucellosis 

Advances  in  public  health  have  to  be  achieved  in  partnership  with  the  general 
public  or  particular  groups  within  the  community.  The  farmers  must  be  given 
credit  for  their  part  in  the  elimination  of  bovine  tuberculosis  by  the  establishment 
of  tuberculin  tested  herds.  Their  further  co-operation  is  urgently  needed  in  the 
elimination  of  brucellosis  or  contagious  abortion  from  their  herds  because  this 
disease  can  be  transmitted  to  humans  who  drink  untreated  milk  from  infected 
animals.  Research  over  a wide  area  suggests  that  about  30%  of  herds  are  infected, 
although  only  one  or  two  cows  in  the  herd  may  be  infected.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate 
the  exact  number  of  humans  infected  annually  with  this  serious  disease,  but  returns 
from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  show  that  there  were  101  cases  in  1961 
and  96  in  1962  known  to  them.  It  is  fair  to  assume  that  there  were  many  more 
cases  who  did  not  come  to  their  notice. 

There  are  two  separate  lines  of  attack  against  Brucellosis.  Firstly,  full  advantage 
must  be  taken  of  the  free  scheme  for  the  vaccination  of  all  female  calves  with  S 19 
vaccine.  In  a recent  letter  to  milk  producers  the  Regional  Manager  of  the  Milk 
Marketing  Board  has  urged  them  to  make  full  use  of  the  scheme  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  they  will  co-operate  fully.  The  second  is  by  the  pasteurisation  or  other 
heat  treatment  of  milk  which  effectively  removes  the  danger  to  humans,  and  were 
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it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  vast  majority  of  people  (94%  of  milk  in  England  and 
Wales  is  pasteurised)  have  the  good  sense  to  buy  pasteurised  milk  there  would 
doubtless  be  many  more  cases.  It  would  seem  worthwhile  mentioning  that  milk 
does  not  lose  any  of  its  nutritional  qualities  in  pasteurisation. 

These  two  lines  of  attack  have  not  so  far  succeeded  in  reducing  infection  in 
herds  or  humans  to  any  marked  extent,  and  it  may  be  that  legislation  similar  to 
that  introduced  to  bring  about  the  elimination  of  bovine  tuberculosis  will  be 
required.  Amongst  other  measures  included  should  be  the  declaration  of  areas  to 
be  freed  from  Brucellosis,  notilication  of  human  cases  within  these  areas,  and 
compensation  to  farmers  for  the  slaughter  of  infected  animals  at  present  sometimes 
sold  in  markets.  It  is  tempting  to  over-simplify  this  problem,  but  whatever  the 
difficulties  they  are  well  worth  consideration. 

Local  outbreaks  of  Brucellosis  in  humans  drinking  unpasteurised  milk  are 
reported  from  time  to  time  in  the  Midlands,  but  no  local  cases  have  been  brought 
to  my  notice.  Such  local  herds  as  have  been  reported  to  be  infected  have  been 
sending  all  milk  for  pasteurisation. 


Cervical  Cytology 

I lie  possibility  of  screening  women  aged  25  to  60  years  to  detect  early  cancer 
of  the  neck  or  cervix  of  the  womb  was  made  public  during  the  year,  and  aroused 
considerable  interest.  I'here  were  2.465  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  due  to  cancer 
in  this  site  in  1963,  which  early  detection  and  treatment  could  have  avoided. 

A pilot  scheme  for  screening  some  of  the  women  in  these  age  groups  will  be 
started  shortly  in  this  area  with  a view  to  finding  out  the  best  method  of  organising 
a full  screening  service,  and  also  to  measure  what  response  may  be  expected.  In 
the  meantime,  general  practitioners  can  arrange  individual  examinations  when  they 
consider  there  are  medical  indications  for  these. 

1 would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Committee  for  their  advice  and 
support  throughout  the  year,  and  the  Borough  Health  Inspector  and  all  members  of 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  willing  help  at  all  times. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  W.  PRINGLE, 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.CH.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  

Population  (estimated  mid- 1964) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  end  of  1964  according  to 

Rate  Books) 

Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


3,594  acres 
32,510 

9,626 

£1,848,179 

£7,592 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 


Live  Births  : — 

1963 

1964 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate  

326 

351 

677 

397 

342 

739 

Illegitimate  

26 

21 

47 

23 

25 

48 

1963 

1964 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

...  ... 

. . . 

23.33 

24.21 

Rate  (corrected)  

. . . 

21.00 

20.58 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

18.2 

18.4 

Illegitimate  live  births  (per  cent  of  total 

live  births) 

6.49 

6.10 

Still  Births  : — 

1963 

1964 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate  

7 

2 

9 

9 

6 

15 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1963 

1964 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

. . . 

12.28 

18.70 

DEATHS 


M 

Deaths  169 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

Standardised  Rate  

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 


1963 

F 

Total 

M 

1964 

F 

Total 

142 

311 

142 

105 

247 

1963 

10.02 

1964 

7.60 

12.22 

10.49 

12.2 

11.3 

1963 

F 

Total 

M 

1964 

F 

Total 

3 

8 

5 

3 

8 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M 

5 

2 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


1963 

1964 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

13.81 

11.44 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

11.86 

10.83 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

42.55 

20.83 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  : — 

1963 

20.9 

1964 

20.0 

M F Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate  3 3 6 

5 

2 

7 

Illegitimate  1 — 1 

1963 

1 

1 

1964 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  of  age  : — 

1963 

9.67 

1964 

10.17 

M F Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate  2 2 4 

4 

1 

5 

Illegitimate  1 — 1 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1963 

1 

1 

1964 

1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 

6.91 

7.62 

week  per  1.000  total  live  and  still  births)  

19.10 

26.18 

Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Number  of  deaths  (including  abortion)  

Nil 

Nil 

Rate  per  l.(XX)  total  live  and  still  births  

ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS 

M 

F 

Tuberculosis,  other  than  respiratory 

1 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  

1 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

2 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

— 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

— 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

25 

13 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

3 

4 

Diabetes  

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  systems 

9 

12 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

33 

13 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

1 

— 

Other  heart  disease  

8 

7 

10 


Other  circulatory  disease 

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents  

Suicide  


9 2 

9 13 

8 5 

3 1 

2 1 

1 
1 

1 2 

13  13 

1 

5 2 

3 3 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Hospitals 

During  the  year  the  Royal  Bucks,  Tindal  General  and  Stoke  Mandeville 
Hospitals  have  provided  accommodation  for  surgical  and  medical  cases,  whilst  the 
Isolation  Hospital  continued  to  admit  persons  suffering  from  infectious  diseases. 
Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital  also  provided  accommodation  for  paraplegic  cases. 
The  above  hospitals  situated  in  the  Borough  are  administered  by  the  Royal 
Buckinghamshire  and  Associated  Hospitals  Management  Committee,  who  are 
responsible  to  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


Pathology  Laboratory,  Stoke  Mandeville 

Routine  samples  of  milk,  ice  cream  and  water  and  other  specimens  requiring 
bacteriological  examination  were  sent  to  this  Laboratory  throughout  the  year. 
Reports  were  received  with  the  minimum  delay,  and  the  help  and  advice  given  by 
the  Medical  Director  were  much  appreciated. 


Ambulance  Services 

These  are  provided  by  the  Bucks  County  Council,  and  are  under  the  direction 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Eleven  ambulances  and  five  dual  purpose  vehicles 
were  available  at  the  Ambulance  Headquarters,  Buckingham  Road,  for  use  in  the 
Borough  and  surrounding  districts.  There  is  two-way  radio  link  between  all  vehicles 
and  Headquarters. 

The  majority  of  long  distance  journeys  are  carried  out  by  train,  stretcher  cases 
being  accommodated  in  reserved  compartments.  All  casualties  in  the  Borough  are 
conveyed  to  the  Casualty  Department  at  the  Royal  Bucks  Hospital. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 


The  following  Clinics  were  functioning 

during  the  year  : — 

Number 

Doctor 

Times  open 

Clinic 

attending 

Sessions 

attended 

75 

Pebble  Lane 

2.400 

Every  Tuesday, 
2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday 

Each  Session 

24 

Quarrendon 

1,174 

1st  and  3rd 
Wednesday 

Each  Session 

24 

Southcourt 

560 

1st  and  3rd 
Wednesday 

Each  Session 

54 

Limes  Avenue. 
Tring  Road 

3,732 

Every  Monday, 
2nd  and  4th 

Each  Session 

Wednesday  (from 
13/5/64) 

177 

7,866 

Besides  advice  on  the  health  of  infants  and  toddlers  given  to  individual  mothers, 
there  were  talks  on  a variety  of  health  subjects  for  groups  at  the  Clinics.  Courses  of 
immunisation  against  smallpox,  poliomyelitis,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and 
tetanus  were  available  or  could  be  given  by  the  family  doctor.  Almost  all  parents 
who  attended  the  Clinics  were  anxious  that  their  children  should  have  the  maximum 
immunity  against  these  diseases,  but  there  was  still  a minority  of  the  population 
who  failed  to  take  this  advantage. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Total 

Cases  admitted 

notifications 

to  Isolation 

received 

Hospital 

1963 

1964 

1963 

1964 

Male 

Female 

Measels 

487 

260 

267 

17* 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

6 

8 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

6 

8 

6 

3 \ 

2 \ 

3*/ 

7*/ 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

7 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

8 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

*Manor  House 
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Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  during 
the  year  with  Analysis  under  Age  Groups 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Dysentery 
Scarlet  Fever  . . 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


Under  1 year 

1-2  years 

3-4  years 

5-9  years 

10-14  years 

1 5-24  years 

25-44  years 

45-65  years 

Over  65  years 

Age  Unknown 

Totals 

20 

138 

153 

210 

2 

1 

2 



— 

1 

527 

3 

5 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

4 

1 

— 

— 

14 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Respii 

■atory 

Non-Respi 

ratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Age  Groups 
0— 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15— 

— 

-0) 

— 

1 

25— 

-(1) 

1 (1) 

— 

— 

35— 

-0) 

— 

-0) 

— 

45— 

3 

-(1) 

— 

— 

55— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Age  Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total: 

5(2) 

2(3) 

-(1) 

2 (-) 

The  figures  in  brackets  denote  the  number  of  cases  notified  originally  in  other 
districts,  and  who  have  moved  into  the  Borough  during  the  year. 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

Report  of  survey  carried  out  at  H.M.  Prison, 
Aylesbury  , on  17.7.64 


Response  : 71% 


Summary  of  Work 

Male 

Female  Total 

No.  of  miniature  films  taken  

163 

1 164 

No.  referred  to  chest  clinic  

1 

1 

No.  previously  examined  by  M.M.R 

53 

1 54 

No.  not  previously  examined  by  M.M.R. 

110 

110 

Result  of  case  referred  to  chest  clinic 

Bronchiectasis  

1 

1 

Summary  of  newly  discovered  significant 
cases  of  Tuberculosis 

No.  Active  Inactive 

Group  Examined  P.T.  P.T. 

Staff 57 

Prisoners  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 


Total  : 164 


Report  of  survey  carried  out  at  H.M.  Detention  Centre, 
Aylesbury 

Monthly  Surveys  — September  — December,  1964 
Suinmarv  of  Work 


No.  of  miniature  films  taken 

Male 

135 

Female 

Total 

135 

No.  referred  to  chest  clinic  

2 

— 

2 

No.  previously  examined  by  M.M.R 

• « • • • • 

33 

— 

33 

No.  not  previously  examined  by  M.M.R. 



102 

— 

102 

Results  of  cases  referred  to  chest  clinic 

Pneumonitis  

1 

— 

1 

Normal  



1 

— 

1 

Total  : 

2 

— 

2 

Summary  of  newly  discovered  significant 
cases  of  Tuberculosis 

No.  Active 

Group  Examined  P.T. 

Inactive 

P.T. 

Boys 

132 

— 

— 

Staff  ... 

3 

— 

— 

Total  : 

135 

— 

— 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  obtained  through  the  Bucks  Water  Board 
from  wells  situated  at  Dancers  End,  New  Ground,  Hawridge  and  High  Wycombe. 

Sampling  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  Water  Authority  at  their 
wells  and  also  in  the  town. 

Eleven  samples  were  taken  by  this  Department  from  domestic  sources  in  the 
Borough  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  ten  of  which  proved  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  adverse  sample  was  from  a new  block  of  offices,  and  it  was 
subsequently  found  that  this  sample  was  taken,  not  from  the  rising  main,  but  from 
a tap  connected  to  a tank. 

Following  complaints  of  contamination  to  cold  water  tanks  in  new  houses,  two 
samples  of  water  were  taken  which  showed  gross  contamination.  With  the  assistance 
of  the  Water  Board  the  tanks  and  pipe  line  were  chlorinated  and  subsequent  samples 
proved  satisfactory. 

All  houses  in  the  Borough  are  connected  to  the  main  supply  and  the  quantity 
of  water  supplied  to  the  town  is  adequate 

Drainage  — Central  Area 

Although  the  whole  of  the  surface  water  has  not  been  separated  from  the  foul 
drainage  within  the  central  area,  it  can  be  assumed  that  the  Borough  is  drained  on 
the  separate  system. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works 

The  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  constructed  at  the  confluence  of  the  Bear 
Brook  and  the  River  Thame  is  producing  an  effluent  well  within  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy’s standard.  Sludge  disposal  is  by  means  of  tankers  and  is  distributed  in 
liquid  form  on  surrounding  farms. 

Public  Cleansing 

Refuse  disposal  is  carried  out  completely  by  controlled  tipping,  which  is  giving 
very  satisfactory  results.  Salvage  collection  is  made  before  and  after  tipping  of  the 
refuse.  The  new  controlled  tip  at  Calvert  has  been  in  operation  since  May,  1964. 

The  Corporation’s  suction  type  sweeper  has  proved  itself  invaluable  during 
the  year. 

Open-Air  Swimming  Pool,  Park  Street 

The  water  in  the  pool  circulates  continuously  throughout  the  period  of  use, 
being  filtered  and  chlorinated  before  re-introduction  to  the  swimming  pool. 

Sixty-six  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  chlorine  content  and  pH  value  during 
the  summer  months. 

Slipper  Baths 

Attendances  at  the  Slipper  Baths,  adjoining  the  Swimming  Pool  at  Park  Street, 
amounted  to  a total  of  4,032  during  the  year.  The  total  for  1963  was  4.366. 
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Schools 


The  water  supply 
are  adequate. 

Local  Rainfall 

and  sanitary  accommodation  to  all  schools 

in  the  Borough 

January  

.78  ins.  July  

.09  ins. 

February 

.87  ins.  August 

.60  ins. 

March  

3.09  ins.  September 

1.08  ins. 

April 

2.18  ins.  October 

1.00  ins. 

May  

1.74  ins.  November 

.96  ins. 

June  

2.62  ms.  December 

1.88  ins. 

(Figures  supplied  by  Mr.  B.  G.  Hannay,  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor) 

Mr.  Hannay  stated  that  the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  17.70  inches,  which 
is  well  below  the  yearly  average  of  25  inches.  Rain  fell  on  139  days  in  1964,  com- 
pared with  161  days  the  previous  year. 

The  readings  for  January  and  from  July  to  November  were  the  lowest  for 
several  years,  whilst  that  for  March  was  the  highest  for  12  years. 

The  annual  total  of  17.70  inches  is  the  second  lowest  recorded  rainfall  since 
my  records  began  in  1906.  the  other  occasion  was  in  1921  when  only  10.98  inches 
was  recorded. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Meat  and  Other  Foods 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

1,241 

240 

139 

3,605 

2,193 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

3 

5 

5 

14 

23 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

469 

37 

1 

215 

352 

Percentage  of  number  inspec- 
ted affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  . . 

38.03% 

17.50% 

4.32% 

6.35% 

17.10% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .. 

1 

7 

4 

21 

Percentage  of  number  inspec- 
ted affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis 

0.08% 

3.33% 

2.88% 

— 

1.00% 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  (continued) 


Cystercus  Bovis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . 

1 

Carcases  submitted  for  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Thirteen  licences  were  issued  to  slaughtermen  during  the  year. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES 

Informal  action  has  been  taken  where  necessary  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  to  remedy  contraventions  of  the  requirements  of  this  Act  in 
mechanical  and  non-mechanical  factories  and  workplaces. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


1 , Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power 

Factories  with  mechanical 
power 

► 

68 

— 

— 

2.  Defects  found — Nil 


Outwork  in  unwholesome  premises 

There  are  ten  outworkers’  premises  in  the  town,  all  of  which  are  in  a satis- 
factory condition. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOROUGH  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall,  Aylesbury 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  during  the  year  1964.  The  figures  in  brackets  denote  Work 
carried  out  during  1963. 

HOUSING 

Very  little  progress  in  slum  clearance  was  made  during  the  year  owing,  mainly, 
to  the  difficulty  in  re-housing  tenants  from  already  declared  Areas.  An  Inquiry  was 
held  in  April  into  the  St.  John’s  Road  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  and  the  Mount 
Street  Clearance  Order,  and  both  Orders  were  subsequently  confirmed  without 
modification,  but  with  a direction  that  well  maintained  payments  should  be  made 
in  certain  instances. 

None  of  the  houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  reported  in  either  1962  or 
1963  were  demolished  during  the  year,  but  tenants  were  re-housed  from  the  St. 
John’s  Road  Clearance  Area  as  a matter  of  urgency  during  the  year,  and  two 
tenants  from  the  Oxford  Road  Clearance  Area  were  re-housed  in  the  last  quarter 
of  ihe  year.  I he  delay  in  re-housing  tenants  from  Clearance  Areas  is  resulting  in 
the  accumulation  of  Areas  awaiting  re-housing  and  demolition,  but  the  delay  in 
reporting  on  further  Areas  will  result  in  the  live  year  programme  not  being  com- 
pleted within  the  allotted  time.  I find  myself  in  some  considerable  difficulty  in  this 
matter,  being  faced  on  flic  one  hand  with  a delay  in  the  slum  clearance  programme, 
and  on  the  other  with  an  accumulation  of  properties  subject  to  Clearance  Orders 
in  which  the  tenants  are  still  awaiting  re-housing.  No  Areas  were  reported  during 
the  year,  but  I feel  that  in  order  to  complete  the  programme  within  a reasonable 
time  I shall  have  to  proceed  with  the  presentation  of  reports  on  further  Areas  during 
the  coming  year. 

No  houses  were  demolished  under  slum  clearance  procedure  during  the  year, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  with  the  vacation  of  the  houses  in  the  St.  John’s  Road  Area, 
the  acquisition  of  the  houses  will  soon  be  completed  and  demolition  carried  out. 
One  Closing  Order  was  made  during  the  year  and  an  undertaking  to  make  the 
house  fit  accepted  from  the  owner,  but  the  work  of  reconditioning  had  not  been 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

No  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  were 
received  during  the  year,  but  one  application  for  cancellation  was  received  and  the 
necessary  certificate  issued.  This  necessitated  four  visits  to  the  house  in  question. 

Inspection  of  houses  in  multi-occupation  occupied  a considerable  amount  of 
the  time  spent  on  housing  duties,  eighty  such  houses  being  inspected  during  the 
vear.  In  most  cases  more  than  one  visit  was  made,  as  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
visits  were  made  by  the  District  Inspectors  in  company  with  the  Fire  Prevention 
Officer  of  the  Bucks  County  Council  Fire  Brigade  with  a view  to  requiring  works 
necessary  to  provide  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  in  such  houses. 
These  visits  resulted  in  the  service  of  fifteen  formal  notices  requiring  such  works 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Prior  notification  of  intention  to  use  a house  for  multi-occupation  is  still  not 
required,  and  the  difficulty  of  ensuring  that  all  houses  in  multiple  occupation  are 
inspected  is  still  considerable.  The  general  standard  of  these  houses  is  still  reason- 
able, and  in  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  for  formal  action  to  be  taken.  The 
requirement  that  these  houses  shall  be  supplied  with  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire  will  give  a further  reason  for  inspection  of  these  properties  to  ensure  that  the 
work  is  carried  out,  and  all  steps  necessary  to  ensure  that  reasonable  standards  are 
maintained  in  the  houses  will  be  taken. 


The  general  work  carried  out  by  the  Department  under 
out  in  the  following  table:  — 

the  Housing  Act  is  set 

Number  of  houses  inspected  

82 

(43) 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

177 

(113) 

Informal  Notices  served 

30 

(26) 

Statutory  Notices  served 

1 

(3) 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  

65 

(148) 

Multi-occupation  housing  visits  ...  

Houses  repaired: — 

162 

(-) 

By  owners  ... 

21 

(34) 

By  the  Borough  Council  in  default 

— 

(1) 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

The  table  following  this  paragraph  showing  the  number  of  visits  made  under 
Public  Health  Acts  again  underlines  the  relatively  small  amount  of  time  spent  by 
the  Department  under  Public  Health  Acts.  It  is  becoming  more  apparent  year  by 
year  that  the  term  ‘environmental  hygiene’  would  be  more  appropriate  than  Public 
Health  in  describing  the  duties  carried  out  by  the  Department.  Although  originally 
the  main  duties  of  the  Inspectors  who  were  appointed  under  Public  Health  Acts 
were  confined  to  duties  contained  within  the  Acts,  over  the  years  associated  matters 
have  necessitated  special  Acts  dealing  with  various  aspects  of  environmental 
hygiene,  and  these  now  occupy  the  major  time  of  the  Health  Inspectorate. 

The  main  duties  now  remaining  under  Public  Health  Acts  are  drainage  works  and 
nuisances,  and  the  majority  of  the  statutory  notices  served  under  this  heading  relate 
to  these  matters. 

The  nuisance  concerned  with  the  air-raid  shelters  mentioned  in  my  last  Annual 
Report  was  resolved  during  the  year  by  the  purchase  of  the  shelters  by  a local  firm 
who  proceeded  to  demolish  them. 


Number  of  houses  inspected 

48 

(92) 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

129 

(166) 

Drainage  visits  

474 

(665) 

Drainage  tests 

80 

(122) 

Nuisances  found 

148 

(150) 

Nuisances  abated  ... 

148 

(149) 

Informal  Notices  served 

— 

(9) 

Statutory  Notices  served 

18 

(26) 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

This  is  one  of  the  Acts  referred  to  in  my  previous  paragraph  which  is  beginning 
to  entail  more  work  for  the  Department.  Complaints  still  continue  to  be  received 
concerning  the  use  of  chimes  on  ice  cream  vehicles  outside  the  permitted  hours,  and 
two  informal  notices  were  served  on  ice  cream  vendors  during  the  year.  Both  had 
the  desired  effect,  and  no  further  complaints  concerning  these  particular  vendors 
were  received. 

With  the  growth  of  industry  in  the  town,  and  particularly  in  certain  areas  where 
residential  development  is  also  taking  place,  complaints  of  industrial  noise  are 
increasing.  One  particularly  difficult  problem  concerning  such  noise  was  received 
during  the  year,  and  entailed  a considerable  number  of  visits  and  discussions  with 
management.  A firm  of  acoustic  engineers  was  called  in,  who  advised  the  erection 
of  certain  battling  walls,  but  alterations  in  the  techniques  at  the  factory  were  also 
under  consideration,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  these  experiments  were  still  proceed- 
ing. Until  such  time  as  these  matters  are  resolved  it  would  obviously  be  undesirable 
to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  battle  walls,  which  might,  after  the  re-organisation  of 
the  factory,  cither  be  unnecessary  or  ineffective.  This  particular  case  is  still  being 
kept  under  review,  and  if  necessary,  the  erection  of  battle  walls  will  be  pressed  for. 

Twenty-five  visits  in  connection  with  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  were  made 
during  the  year. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  AND 
DISINFESTATION 

For  many  years  I have  stressed  the  importance  of  this  particular  aspect  of  the 
Department's  work,  and  have  stated  that,  despite  the  fact  that  there  was,  over  the 
years,  a slight  fall  in  the  number  of  infestations  reported,  it  would  be  a mistake  to 
reduce  our  vigilance  in  this  matter.  The  figures  for  this  year  confirm  the  opinions  l 
have  expressed,  as  it  will  be  seen  that  in  almost  every  instance  the  downward  trend 
has  not  only  been  halted,  but  reversed.  The  number  of  treatments  in  private, 
business  and  local  authority  premises  have  all  increased,  followed  necessarily  by  a 
rise  in  the  number  of  points  laid  and  also  in  the  number  of  bodies  found  following 
treatment.  The  only  diminution  in  the  figures,  apart  from  the  number  of  wasps 
nests  destroyed,  which  is  governed  largely  by  the  weather,  is  in  the  number  of  man- 
holes treated.  In  this  particular  instance  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  owing  to  man- 
power shortage  it  was  not  found  possible  to  carry  out  a second  treatment  of  the 
manholes  which  should  have  been  done  in  the  autumn.  This  matter  is  not  so  serious 
as  it  might  be  thought,  as  in  the  treatment  carried  out  in  the  spring,  when  82  man- 
holes were  tested,  no  lakes  were  recorded  anywhere  in  the  system.  Further  treat- 
ments will  be  carried  out  next  year,  but  it  is  hoped  that  in  this  particular  instance  at 
least,  we  can  keep  the  rats  under  control  and  avoid  an  upsurge  in  the  population. 

The  income  from  the  agreement  service  for  the  treatment  of  factories  and  shops 
remains  static  at  £243/12/0.  This  service  is  much  appreciated  by  those  firms  partici- 
pating, and  f feel  that  industrialists  entering  the  town,  particularly  those  in  the  food 
trades  or  who  provide  canteen  services,  would  be  well  advised  to  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  the  Department  for  regular  servicing  against  rodent  infestation.  The 
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amount  recovered  from  work  carried  out  at  business  premises  again  showed  a slight 
decrease,  while  the  free  service  to  private  houses  was  continued. 

In  my  last  Report  I referred  to  the  complaints  received  of  rats  in  the  roof  space 
of  new  properties,  and  indicated  that  this  was  probably  due  to  rats  being  shut  into 
the  house  during  construction.  During  the  year  complaints  of  this  nature  have 
increased  and  have  been  reecived  not  only  from  newly  completed  houses.  Investiga- 
tions have  proved  that  this  type  of  infestation  is  caused  by  the  modem  practice  of 
connecting  rainwater  downpipes  directly  to  the  surface  water  drains  without  the 
provision  of  a gully  at  the  foot  of  the  rainwater  down  pipe.  Since  surface  water 
drainage  is  ultimately  connected  in  every  case  to  a water  course,  this  system  pro- 
vides direct  connection  for  rats  in  the  water  course  to  the  gutters  of  houses,  and 
thence  through  any  small  gap  which  may  be  left  on  the  verge  into  the  roof  space 
Methods  of  combating  this  type  of  infestation  have  been  discussed  with  the  Borough 
Architect  and  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  and  although  not  an  ideal  solution,  it  does 
appear  that  in  order  to  eliminate  this  nuisance  it  will  be  necessary  to  put  some  from 
of  trap  or  flap  valve  into  the  surface  water  system. 

Work  in  connection  with  the  destruction  of  wasps  nests  varies  greatly  from 
year  to  year,  and  is,  as  stated  previously,  mainly  dependant  on  weather  conditions. 
Only  1 7 nests  were  destroyed  compared  with  77  in  the  previous  year. 

Our  clean  record  with  regard  to  bed  bug  infestation  was  again  spoiled,  one 
report  being  received  and  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Thirty-two  visits  in  regard  to  pest  control  were  made  during  the  year,  but 
these,  in  addition  to  the  bug  infestation  mentioned  above,  included  visits  in  connec- 
tion with  infestations  of  ants,  cockroaches  and  similar  insects. 

A summary  of  the  work  carried  out  under  this  Act  during  the  year  is 
appended  : — 


Private  Premises  treated 

202 

(157) 

Business  Premises  treated  

122 

(94) 

Local  Authority  Premises  treated  

26 

(16) 

Rat  bodies  found 

637 

(489) 

Mouse  bodies  found  

261 

(174) 

Points  laid  — Private  Premises  ... 

642 

(447) 

Points  laid  — Business  Premises  

593 

(457) 

Points  laid  — Local  Authority  Premises 

162 

(156) 

Manholes  treated 

82 

(108) 

Visits  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 

117 

(64) 

Wasps  Nests  destroyed  ...  ...  

17 

(77) 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  AND  1948 

Mechanical  factories  on  register  requiring  visiting 

110 

(100) 

Non-mechanical  factories  on  register  requiring 

(18) 

visiting 

16 

Visits  paid  to  factories  

68 

(27) 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

In  view  of  the  shortages  in  supplies  of  smokeless  fuels  and  difficulties  in 
delivery  mentioned  in  my  last  Report,  no  action  was  taken  to  introduce  a further 
Smoke  Control  Area  during  the  year.  The  Housing  Bill  mentioned  in  my  last 
Report  was  passed,  and  came  into  law  as  the  Housing  Act.  1964,  and  this  did 
contain  amendments  to  the  Clean  Air  Act.  These  amendments,  firstly,  related  to 
the  paying  of  grant  for  conversion  of  fireplaces,  and  applied  this  provision  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act  to  buildings  erected  prior  to  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Act  in 
August.  1964.  It  barred  from  the  payment  of  grant  any  appliance  designated  by 
the  Minister  or  the  Local  Authority  by  Order  as  being  unsuitable  for  use  in  an  area 
by  reason  of  its  consumption  of  fuel,  made  certain  amendments  to  the  conditions 
under  which  grant  is  payable,  amends  the  Act  to  allow  the  Minister  to  pay  grant 
on  any  amount  which  the  Council  pays  in  excess  of  the  statutory  grant,  and  allows 
for  grant  purposes  the  provision  of  gas  or  electric  ignition.  In  a Circular  issued  by 
the  Ministry  during  the  year  it  was  made  plain  that  grant  was  not  restricted  to  the 
cheapest  method  of  complying  with  the  Act.  and  that  complete  freedom  of  choice 
should  be  given  to  householders  as  to  the  type  of  heating  they  wish  to  install. 
Grant,  therefore,  would  be  payable  on  the  provision  of  closed  or  openable  stoves 
for  the  burning  of  hard  gas-coke,  gas.  electric  or  oil  heating. 

The  National  Coal  Board  entered  into  negotiations  with  the  Council  during  the 
year  for  the  setting  up  of  a central  fuel  depot  on  land  in  Grillin  Lane,  previously 
occupied  by  the  Sewage  Works,  and  it  was  anticipated  that  when  this  work  was 
completed,  the  supply  position  regarding  smokeless  fuels  in  the  Aylesbury  area 
would  be  greatly  improved,  and  it  was  hoped  that  following  this  the  work  of  intro- 
ducing Smoke  Control  Areas  could  proceed. 

No  complaints  were  received  from  Bedgrove  during  the  year  on  shortage  of 
smokeless  fuels,  but  complaints  were  received  as  to  the  inability  to  burn  fuels  on 
the  grates  supplied.  In  each  case,  on  investigation,  it  was  found  that  although  an 
approved  appliance  had  been  fixed,  the  grate  bottoms  were  fitted  with  bar 
spacings  instead  of  which  are  necessary  for  the  burning  of  smokeless  fuel,  and 
Messrs.  H.  C.  lanes  were  contacted  and  asked  to  replace  the  grate  bottoms  with 
bottoms  with  the  proper  bar  spacings. 

Industry  in  Aylesbury  continues  to  play  its  part  in  cleaning  the  atmosphere, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  fumes  from  International  Alloys,  which  as  stated 
before,  are  not  due  to  poor  combustion  but  to  the  industrial  process  carried  on  and 
which  is  under  the  control  of  the  Alkali  Inspector,  few  complaints  of  smoke 
nuisance  were  received  during  the  year.  In  those  cases  where  complaints  were 
received,  investigation  was  made  and  in  every  case  co-operation  was  received  from 
the  manufacturer  concerned  in  an  effort  to  abate  the  nuisance. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-three  visits  in  connection  with  the  Clean  Air  Act 
were  made  during  the  year,  four  informal  notices  were  served  and  all  complied  with. 


INVESTIGATION  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  at  the  four  stations  in  the  Borough 
in  connection  with  the  national  survey  was  continued  during  the  year,  with  the 
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exception  of  the  month  of  August  when  the  two  stations  in  schools  were  closed 
down. 

The  general  pattern  of  pollution  throughout  the  district  follows  the  lines  which 
I suggested  in  my  last  Report,  and  the  monthly  averages  supplied  by  the  Warren 
Spring  Laboratory  show,  almost  without  exception,  that  the  most  heavily  polluted 
area  is  in  the  town  centre,  the  areas  around  the  Grammar  School  and  Oak  Green 
School  show  a high  similarity  of  contamination,  whilst  the  station  in  Bicester  Road 
shows  the  lightest  contamination,  both  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide. 


FOOD 

Slaughterhouse 

Slaughtering  is  still  confined  to  the  one  slaughterhouse  licensed  in  the  Borough, 
and  conditions  under  which  the  meat  is  slaughtered  and  prepared  are  satisfactory 
and  comply  with  the  Regulations  in  force. 

As  stated  in  my  last  Report  meat  inspection  is  now  a statutory  obligation,  and 
has  placed  more  emphasis  on  this  important  aspect  of  the  work  of  the  Department. 
The  method  of  inspection  and  the  criteria  to  be  taken  into  account  in  passing  the 
meat  as  fit,  or  condemning  the  carcase  or  some  portion  of  it,  are  now  laid  down  by 
Regulations  and  have  the  force  of  law,  whilst  all  meat  passed  as  fit  for  consumption 
must  be  stamped  with  a stamp  which  indicates  the  Local  Authority  area  in  which 
the  meat  was  slaughtered  and  the  identity  of  the  Inspector  carrying  out  the 
inspection.  This  places  a very  great  responsibility  on  the  Meat  Inspectors,  and  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  visits  paid  have  increased  from  428  to  478,  and  that 
the  hours  worked  outside  normal  office  hours  have  risen  from  162  to  185,  which 
includes  inspection  on  two  Saturdays,  despite  the  fact  that  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  has  again  fallen  from  8,716  to  7,418. 

The  tables  showing  the  causes  of  condemnations  at  the  slaughterhouse  follow: 


Number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  during  1964 


Other 

Quarter 

Cows 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

1st 

82 

403 

39 

822 

622 

1,968 

2nd 

54 

295 

31 

478 

533 

1,391 

3rd 

53 

274 

33 

1,055 

452 

1,867 

4th 

51 

269 

36 

1,250 

586 

2,192 

Totals:  .. 

240 

1,241 

139 

3,605 

2,193 

7,418 

Totals  for 
1963 

272 

1,656 

168 

4,443 

2,177 

8.716 
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Tables  showing  Condemned  Organs  of  Animals 

CATTLE 


Head 

Tongue 

Liver 

Lungs 

Heart 

Spleen 

Skirt 

Kidneys 

Distoma  Hcpaticum 



__ 

306 

1 





- 

Abscessed 

— 

— 

80 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inflammation 

— 

— 

11 

33 

1 

8 

2 

— 

Cavernous  Angioma 

— 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fatty  Change 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tumoured 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pleurisy 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cystic . . 

— 

— 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Actinobacillosis 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Actinomycosis 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congestion  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . . 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oedema 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Fasciolae 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Echinococci 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Parasitic 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Necrosis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Granuloma  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T.B.  Reactors 


Head 

Tongue 

Liver 

Lungs 

Mesentery 

Abscessed 

2 

Tuberculosis  .. 

5 

5 

— 

4 

5 

Cavernous  Angioma 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Distoma  Hcpaticum  . . 

— 

— 

13 

— 

— 

Carcases  Condemned  (including  all  offal) 

Pyaemia  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Oedema  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Acute  septic  pneumonia  . . . . . . 1 


Total:  4 


24 


T.B.  Reactors 


Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . 1 

Oedema  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

General  Emaciation  . . . . . . 1 


Total:  5 


In  addition  to  the  details  given  above,  one  carcase  was  found  to  be  affected 
with  Cysticercus  Bovis  and  transferred  to  cold  storage  before  being  released  for 
human  consumption. 


SHEEP 


Liver 

Head 

Pluck 

Lungs 

Heart 

Parasitic 

202 

Oedema 

— 

4 

7 

— 

— 

Fatty  Change 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Distoma  Hepaticum  . . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pleurisy 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pigmentation 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inflammation  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

General  Emaciation 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Carcases  Condemned  (including  all  offal) 


Oedema  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Septic  Metritis  . . . . . . . . 1 

Moribund  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

General  Emaciation  . . . . . . 2 

Fevered  . . . . . . . . . . 1 


Total:  14 
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PIGS 


Lungs 

Head 

Heart 

Pluck 

Liver 

Spleen 

Kidneys 

Inflammation 

19 

28 

13 

Septic  Injury 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Parasitic 

— 

~ 

— 

17 

169 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . . 

87 

— 

7 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

— 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pyaemia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Abscessed  . . 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pleurisy 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Oedema 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Pericarditis  . . 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysts 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Hydronephrosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Erythema  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  Condemned  (including  all  offal) 


Enteritis 
Oedema 
Erythema 
Septic  Pneumonia 
Septicaemia  . . 

Septic 

Septic  Injury 
Pyaemia 

Oedema  and  Peritonil 
Dropsical 
Peritonitis 
Tuberculosis 


is 


1 


3 


Total : . . 24 


CALVES 


Melanosis 
Umbilical  Pyaemia 
Moribund 


Head 


Pluck 

1 

1 

1 
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1 


Carcases  Condemned  (including  all  offal) 


Umbilical  Pyaemia  ...  ...  ...  3 

Moribund  1 

Septic  and  Fevered  l 

Total  ...  5 


T.B.  Reactors 

Pluck  Lungs 

Tuberculosis  1 3 

Weight  of  Condemned  Meat  and  Offal 


lbs. 

Cow  Beef  2,624 

Cow  Offal  1,008 

Other  Beef 1,419 

Other  Bovine  Offal 5,695 

Pork  2,608 

Pig  Offal  1,350 

Mutton  642 

Sheep  Offal 488 

Veal  167 

Calf  Offal  59 


Total  ...  16,060 


Total:  7 tons  3 cwts.  1 qtr.  16  lbs. 

Total  for  1963:  6 tons  7 cwts.  2 qtrs.  12  lbs. 

Thirteen  slaughterman’s  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 

The  amount  of  foodstuffs  surrendered  and  disposed  of  from  wholesale  and 
retail  premises  in  the  Borough  as  a result  of  inspections  carried  out,  often  on 
request  from  shopkeepers,  follows:  — 
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WEIGHT 

NUMBER 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Poultry  . . 

6 

4 

— 

Chicken  Fat 

350 

— 

— 

Fresh  Fish 

48 

12 

— 

Fresh  Fruit 

32 

2 

— 

Fresh  Meat 

355 

10 

— 

Cheese  . . 

40 

9 

— 

Butter 

17 

13 

— 

Eggs 

81 

14 

536 

Tinned  Vegetables 

199 

15 

276 

Tinned  Fruit  . . 

2,228 

14 

928 

Tinned  Meat  . . 

1,438 

5 

826 

Tinned  Fish 

89 

3 

164 

Tinned  Milk  . . 

78 

12 

35 

Preserves 

1 10 

8 

76 

Miscellaneous 

2,031 

9 

460 

Total 

7,110 

2 

3,301 

Total  Foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year: — 

Meat  and  Offal  . . . . 7 tons  3 cwts.  1 qtr.  16  lbs.  0 ozs. 

Various  Foodstuffs  . . . . 3 tons  3 cwts.  I qtr.  26  lbs.  2 ozs. 


Total: 

10  tons  6 cwts.  3 qtrs.  14  lbs. 

2 ozs. 

Total  for  1963 

8 tons  5 cwts.  2 qtrs.  20  lbs. 

5 ozs. 

rioted  Foodstuffs  condemned 

vI’lTl  fiTC  tflv  jCUI  . 

Meat  and  OffaT^rrr~~--^^. 
Various  Foodstuffs  ... 

7 tons  3 cwts.  1 qtr.  16  lbs. 
tons  3 cwts.  1 qtr.  26  lbs. 

0 ozs. 
2 ozs. 

Total 

10  tons  6'^wts7~5^l4SiJ4  lbs. 

2 ozs. 

— Total  for  1963 rr: rrr— 

8 tons  5 cwts.  2 qtrs.  2(4  lbs. 

5 ozs. 

Disposal  of  condemned  food  is  left  to  the  retailer. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


The  only  duty  now  remaining  with  the  Borough  Council  under  this  heading  is 
that  of  registering  milk  retailers.  The  milk  distribution  trade  is  now  confined  to  the 
distribution  of  milk  in  bottles  and  containers  as  received  from  wholesalers,  and 
supervision  by  this  Department  is  very  much  less  important  than  it  was  in  previous 
years.  Three  visits  only  were  made  to  dairy  premises  during  the  year.  Milk  pro- 
ducers are  licensed  and  controlled  by  the  County  Agricultural  Committee  acting  as 
agents  for  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 


ICE  CREAM 

One  hundred  and  nine  premises  in  the  area  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream,  in  addition  to  which  a number  of  vendors  who  are  not  subject  to  registration 
perambulate  the  streets  in  various  vehicles  selling  ice  cream  and  ice  lollies.  The 
majority  of  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  Borough  by  the  various  retailers  is  produced 
by  a relatively  small  number  of  large  manufacturers,  and  it  is  therefore  unnecessary 
to  take  a large  number  of  samples  to  check  the  methods  of  production.  Fifteen 
samples  of  ice  cream  and  three  ice  lollies  were  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year 
and  were  graded  as  follows:  — 

Grade  1 — 5 samples 
Grade  2 — 5 samples 
Grade  3 — 1 sample 
Grade  4 — 4 samples 

The  three  ice  lollies  were  satisfactory. 

Twenty-two  visits  were  paid  to  registered  ice  cream  dealers  premises  during 
the  year. 

Of  the  four  Grade  4 samples  of  ice  cream  reported,  three  were  from  the  manu- 
facturer mentioned  in  my  last  Report  as  giving  cause  for  alarm.  The  fourth  sample 
was  from  a producer  who  normally  gets  good  results,  and  in  this  case  the  Manager 
of  the  Depot  from  which  the  vehicle  operated  was  most  concerned  at  the  result,  and 
follow-up  samples  proved  that  the  efforts  made  to  produce  good  quality  ice  cream 
were  satisfactory.  With  regard  to  the  other  manufacturer,  this  matter  was  reported 
to  the  Committee  who  authorised  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  myself  to  visit 
the  Depot  from  which  the  local  vehicles  operate  and  the  central  manufacturing 
factory  of  the  firm.  A full  report  was  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
Committee  following  these  visits,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  we  were  not  entirely 
happy  about  conditions  pertaining  at  the  Depot,  and  had  suggested  several  points 
on  which  improvements  could  be  obtained.  At  the  central  factory  we  found  that 
owing  to  rapid  expansion  of  the  business  the  conditions  under  which  the  ice  cream 

29 


was  manufactured  were  not  as  good  as  they  might  be,  but  we  were  assured  that 
revision  of  the  production  lines  was  under  consideration.  Further  samples  later  in 
the  year  showed  some  improvement,  and  no  more  Grade  4 samples  were  received. 
At  the  same  time,  as  far  as  this  particular  manufacturer  is  concerned  we  are  not 
entirely  happy  that  a profit  motive  does  not  sometimes  override  the  need  for  a high 
standard  of  hygiene. 


FOOD  SHOPS,  RESTAUR  AMTS,  ETC. 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  in  all  food  premises  was  again 
found  to  be  satisfactory,  and  no  statutory  action  was  necessary  throughout  the  year. 
Although  in  many  premises,  particularly  the  restaurants  in  the  town,  the  properties 
do  not  lend  themselves  to  ideal  standards  of  hygiene  in  that  there  is  no  back 
entrance  and  all  goods  and  refuse  have  to  be  handled  in  and  out  of  the  shops,  the 
standards  achieved  arc  well  within  those  required  by  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 
In  practically  every  instance  the  standards  of  the  premises  and  equipment  are  excel- 
lent, but  the  task  of  impressing  the  need  for  food  hygiene  on  the  stall',  which  is  often 
subject  to  change,  presents  some  difficulty.  The  table  setting  out  the  inspections 
made  in  this  connection  follows  : 


Market  .Stalls  

Grocers 
Butchers  ... 

Restaurants  

Fishmongers 

Food  Preparing  Premises... 


683 

(962) 

197 

(206) 

81 

(33) 

37 

(59) 

16 

(2) 

17 

(20) 

Four  informal  notices  and  one  formal  notice  were  served  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  the  formal  notice  being  in  respect  of  a mobile  ice  cream 
vehicle. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Every  house  in  the  Borough  is  supplied  with  piped  water  obtained  from  the 
Chiltern  Hills  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board. 

Thirteen  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  ten  of  which  satisfied  the  stan- 
dards laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  One  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  was 
taken  from  a new  block  of  offices,  and  it  was  found  on  inspection  that  this  had  been 
taken  from  a tank  instead  of  the  rising  main,  whilst  the  further  two  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  from  a new  house  where  contamination  of  the  tank  had  taken  place. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AMD  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

As  reported  at  the  end  of  my  Report  last  year  this  Act  came  into  operation  as 
regards  registration  of  premises  on  1st  May,  and  as  regards  the  majority  of  the  rest 
of  the  Act,  on  1st  August. 
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In  order  to  cope  with  the  initial  inspection  of  the  premises  registered,  authority 
was  obtained  for  the  appointment  of  a Technical  Assistant.  A retired  Public  Health 
Inspector  was  appointed  in  the  first  instance,  but  after  one  week’s  service  he  found 
that  the  strain  was  too  much  for  him  and  was  affecting  his  health,  and  reluctantly 
resigned.  A replacement  was  not  obtained  until  23rd  November,  when  a youth  of 
19  was  appointed,  and  made  satisfactory  progress  with  the  initial  inspections. 

A list  of  the  premises  registered  to  the  end  of  the  year,  sub-divided  into  the 
various  categories,  together  with  the  number  of  employees  is  appended  : — 


Number  of 
premises 

Number  of 

Number 
receiving  a 
general 

Class  of  Premises 

registered  during 

persons 

inspection 

the  year 

employed 

during  the  year 

Offices  

113 

950 

33 

Retail  Shops  

191 

1,279 

44 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

13 

271 

1 

Catering  Establishments  open 
the  public.  Canteens  . . . 

to 

15 

230 

3 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

32 

— 

One  hundred  and  fifty-three  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  Act  during 
the  year,  and  forty-nine  informal  notices  were  served,  one  of  which  was  completed. 

One  accident  was  reported  in  which  a female  employee  carrying  a quantity  of 
goods,  which  prevented  her  from  seeing  clearly  where  she  was  proceeding,  tripped 
over  a trolley  and  fell  sustaining  injuries  to  her  right  arm  and  shoulder.  This 
incident  was  investigated  and  suggestions  made  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  such  an 
accident. 

This  is  an  important  Act  as  it  brings  within  the  scope  of  statutory  control  the 
conditions  under  which  shop  and  office  workers  are  employed,  bringing  them  into 
line  with  workers  in  factories.  The  umbrella  of  the  Public  Health  Services  regarding 
working  conditions  is  now  almost  complete,  and  the  work  of  ensuring  that  these 
conditions  are  maintained  to  a satisfactory  standard  will  place  an  additional  burden 
upon  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

Forty-nine  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  above  Act. 
One  informal  notice  concerning  hours  of  closing  was  served  on  a shopkeeper,  and  a 
formal  notice  was  served  requiring  the  provision  of  adequate  sanitary  conveniences. 
Both  these  notices  were  complied  with. 

PETROLEUM 

No  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  connction  with  the  storage  of  petroleum 
in  the  Borough.  Particulars  of  licences  issued  and  quantities  licensed  to  be  stored 
are  as  follows  : — 
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Licences  issued  for  storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit  and  Mixtures 

Licences  issued  for  storage  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  

Inspections  of  Petrol  and  Carbide  Stores  

Quantity  Licensed  to  be  stored  : — 

Petroleum  Spirit  178,194  galls. 

Petroleum  Mixtures  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,240  galls. 

Carbide  of  Calcium  300  lbs. 

Total  of  Licence  Fees £66/5/0 


70  (62) 

1 (1) 
63  (37) 

(163,494  galls.) 
(3,975  galls.) 
(300  Tbs.) 
(£60/0/0) 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  public  conveniences  in  the  town  were  maintained  throughout  the  year  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  No  recurrence  of  the  freeze-ups  of  the  previous  year  were 
experienced,  and  apart  from  the  normal  damage  and  disfigurement  one  has  come  to 
expect  in  these  conveniences,  no  difficulties  were  experienc'd.  The  standard  of 
cleanliness  was  at  limes  criticised  by  the  visitors,  but  I find  this  a difficult  matter  to 
control  as  the  type  of  labour  available  for  these  duties  is  not  of  a high  standard. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Other  work  of  the  Department  not  covered  by  any  of  the  previous  headings 
include  the  following  : 


Miscellaneous  Public  Health  Visits  ... 
Interviews 

Complaints  received  and  investigated 
Infectious  Disease  Visits 
Smoke  Visits  ... 

Marine  Stores  Visits 

Moveable  Dwellings  inspected 


604 

(461) 

,064 

(898) 

199 

(227) 

23 

(36) 

64 

(95) 

2 

(4) 

— 

(9) 

GENERAL 

Three  new  pieces  of  legislation  affecting  the  Department  were  passed  during 
the  year,  the  Riding  Establishments  Act.  the  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  and  the 
Housing  Act,  1964. 

The  first  two  will  have  very  little  effect  on  the  Department  as  there  are  no  riding 
establishments  in  the  Borough,  and  the  first  Act  is,  therefore  of  no  import  whatso- 
ever. and  the  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  only  places  a duty  on  the  Local  Authority  to 
register  the  premises  used  by  scrap  metal  dealers.  Control  of  these  premises,  the 
keeping  of  records,  etc.,  will  be  enforced  by  the  Police. 

The  Housing  Act,  1964,  will,  however,  entail  further  duties  for  the  members  of 
the  staff.  This  Act  gives  effect  to  the  promise  made  in  the  past  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  that  if  voluntary  improvement  of  houses  did  not 
prove  effective,  some  measure  of  control  would  be  introduced.  The  duty  is  laid  on 
Local  Authorities  and  their  Officers  to  inspect  their  districts  to  ascertain  areas  which 
include  houses  without  the  standard  amenities  and  where,  in  such  areas,  at  least  50% 
of  the  houses  without  standard  amenities  are  capable  of  being  provided  with  them  at 
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reasonable  cost,  and  will  then  have  a life  of  not  less  than  15  years.  The  Local 
Authority  may  then  declare  the  area  to  be  an  improvement  area. 

Improvement  cannot  be  enforced  in  the  case  of  owner  /occupied  houses,  and  in 
the  case  of  tenanted  houses,  unless  the  approval  of  the  tenant  is  received  to  the 
improvement,  work  cannot  be  carried  out  for  a period  of  five  years. 

Improvement  area  work  is  obviously  an  extension  of  the  normal  housing  and 
slum  clearance  work  of  the  Department,  but  as  already  stated,  it  will  entail  further 
work  for  the  staff.  The  Act  also  makes  amendments  to  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956, 
which  have  been  mentioned  in  the  paragraph  in  my  Report  dealing  with  this  subject. 

Mr.  K.  E.  Evans  was  appointed  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Miller,  and  commenced  his  duties  on  16th  March,  1964.  Mr.  Evans  has 
proved  a valuable  addition  to  the  Department  and  has  carried  out  all  his  duties  in 
an  efficient  manner.  As  mentioned  in  the  section  of  the  Report  dealing  with  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises,  one  Technical  Assistant  was  appointed  but  resigned 
after  one  week,  and  in  November  Mr.  R.  Hearn  was  appointed  to  the  post.  Mr. 
Hearn  had  had  no  previous  experience  of  work  of  this  nature,  but  he  proved  an  apt 
and  adjustable  person,  and  after  a short  period  of  training  by  the  Inspectors,  carried 
out  the  work  of  inspection  under  this  Act  in  an  efficient  manner. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the  Council 
and  Committee  for  their  continued  help  and  confidence,  to  my  fellow  Officers  for 
advice  and  assistance,  and  last  but  by  no  means  least,  to  the  members  of  the  staff 
of  the  Department  for  the  efficient  and  cheerful  manner  in  which  they  have  carried 
out  their  duties  throughout  the  year. 

1 am, 

Mr.  Mayor.  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  EWART  RUSE,  a.r.s.h.,  f.a.p.h.i.. 

Borough  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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